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What’s a FWAB?

 Although primarily used as a backup ballot for voters who have timely applied for an 

absentee ballot but who have not yet received it, the Federal Write-In Absentee 

Ballot (FWAB) can also be used to register a voter and/or act as a request for an 

absentee ballot.

 The concept of the FWAB was created as part of the Uniformed and Overseas 

Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA).
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Who Can Use a FWAB?

 UOCAVA Voters

 Military (both overseas and domestic)

 Special Federal (U.S. Citizens residing overseas)

 Civilian Absentee Voters

 Only if they are outside of the U.S.
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A Closer Look…

 Voter’s Declaration/Affirmation Section

 Looks an awful lot like a 
Federal Post Card Application (FPCA)

 Can be used (just like an FPCA) to register a 
new voter or to act as a request for an 
absentee ballot from an existing voter.

 One notable difference between this part
of the FWAB and the FPCA is the omission
of a spot for a voter to state their preference
with regard to method of transmission of their
voting materials (“mail” is therefore assumed).
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A Closer Look…

 Another difference between this part of the FWAB and the FPCA is Section 1,which  
asks the voter to state their reason for using the FWAB:

 To act as a backup ballot if they have already requested an absentee ballot; or

 To register and/or request an absentee ballot
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A Closer Look…

 Write-In Absentee Ballot Section

 The FWAB already contains spots for 
federal offices:

 President/Vice President

 U.S. Senator

 U.S. Representative in Congress
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A Closer Look…

 Write-In Absentee Ballot Section

 The FWAB also allows for a voter to state

additional offices or ballot initiatives that they 

are eligible to vote for, along with a space for 

them to state their vote in the form of a 

Candidate Name, Party Affiliation or Initiative 

Vote for each enumerated contest.
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How Should a County Board Canvass a FWAB?

 If a FWAB contains the name of a person or persons in the space provided for a vote for any 
office, such ballot shall be counted as a vote for such person or persons. 

 A vote for a person who is the candidate of a party or independent body either for president or 
vice president shall be deemed to be a vote for both the candidates of such party or 
independent body for such offices. 

 If such a ballot contains the name of a party or independent body in the space provided for a 
vote for any office, such ballot shall be deemed to be a vote for the candidate or candidates, 
if any, of such party or independent body for such office.
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How Should a County Board Canvass a FWAB?

 In the case of the offices of president and vice-president a vote cast for a candidate, either 
directly or by writing in the name of a party or independent body, shall also be deemed to be 
votes for the electors supporting such candidate. 

 Any abbreviation, misspelling or other minor variation in the form of the name of a candidate or 
a party or independent body shall be disregarded in determining the validity of the ballot, if the 
intention can be ascertained.

See §§ 9-209(2)(b)(iv) & 6210.13 for more information on canvassing FWABs
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When Should a 
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When Should a County Board NOT Canvass a FWAB?

 If an individual returns a FWAB to a County Board with all sections completed, but is either 
not already registered or is a registered voter but has not submitted a request for an 
absentee ballot. 

 In this scenario, a board should use the FWAB to register the individual as a voter and/or 
treat it as a request for an absentee ballot. 

 If possible, the board should attempt to transmit an official ballot to the voter.

 If timely receipt of an official ballot is in doubt, the board should also attempt to advise 
the voter that their originally submitted FWAB cannot be canvassed, but that they 
would now be eligible to return a newly completed FWAB.
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When Should a County Board NOT Canvass a FWAB?

 If a voter timely returns both a FWAB and an official absentee ballot to a County Board, the 

official ballot should always be the one ballot canvassed by the board, regardless of the order 

in which they were received.
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Other Uses of the FWAB

 If a board of elections has been served with a court order restraining or 

enjoining the issuance of ballots, and is unable to transmit ballots to military 

and/or special federal voters by the applicable statutory deadline, they shall 

transmit, in the preferred method of transmission designated by the voter, a FWAB 

to all such voters eligible to vote in the election.
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FWAB Resources

 The web site of the Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP), 
https://www.fvap.gov, is a great place for voters and election administrators alike 
to find useful information on the FWAB.

 The FVAP site also provides a FWAB Wizard which walks a voter through the 
process of completing a FWAB, including access to specific contest and 
candidate information based on the voter’s address.

https://www.fvap.gov/


August 3, 2016 25

Questions?
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